The Nutcracker Music Game
Rules and Instructions

Your goal in The Nutcracker Music Game is to win 9 magic keys. Once you have accomplished this, you’re a winner! 

You get one magic key for winning each individual game in the game suite. You can play the games in any order.

1. The Nutcracker Game.
Click on the door of the Main Game Room to enter The Nutcracker Game. You find yourself in a large hall with several doors. Behind each door there is a cool music puzzle that you need to solve. 

First, choose the puzzle you want to play. To hear the tune behind each door, move the mouse over it. Click on any door to enter. 

To listen to the music, click the Listen button. To turn the music off, click the Stop button. To hear the original music again, click on the Listen button at any time.

The music in each puzzle is played by four musical instruments. You can see eight instruments on the screen. Only four of them play the original music, and you have to find them and put them all together.  To hear any instrument, click on it once. But when you double-click on it or drag-and-drop it onto the stage, you will see and hear it perform. If you need a hint, click the Hint button on the right-hand side.

When you find the four instruments you are looking for and let them play together, you have solved the puzzle! Don’t forget that you need to solve all 8 puzzles to win the magic key in this game.
2. The Orchestra Game.  
You click on the blue elephant with a flute in the Main Game Room to enter The Orchestra Game. Here you’ll have a chance to create your own orchestra! 

You will need to match the sounds that you hear with the musical instruments shown below the “stage.”

Click Start to start playing. You will hear a musical sound. Try to guess the musical instrument to which it belongs, and click on that instrument. If you have guessed right, the instrument will appear on the stage.

But if you have guessed wrong, you will only hear a noise, which means that you should choose a different instrument. Click the Repeat button to hear the original sound again.

Once you have guessed an instrument correctly, click Next to hear the next sound. As you discover the right instruments one by one, they will be added to the orchestra. When you have matched all the sounds to their instruments, the whole orchestra will play for you and you will get a magic key!

3.  Find Me on the Tree.
To enter this game, click on the drawing of the Christmas Tree on the wall (right above the elephant) in the Main Game Room.

In this game you will see three toys next to the Christmas Tree, and then you will see many other toys on the Tree that look very much like the original three toys. You need to find the toys on the Tree that match the sounds which the original three toys make. 

To hear the sounds, move your mouse over the toys on the Tree. Match the three toys and sounds correctly, and you will get a magic key!
4. The Children’s Album Game. 
Click on the Giraffe with the oboe in the Main Game Room to enter The Children’s Album Game, which is based on Tchaikovsky’s masterpiece for kids, The Children’s Album.
When you enter this game, you will see a hallway with eight doors. Behind each door there is a music puzzle you need to solve. To hear the music behind each door, move the mouse over it. Click on any door to enter. 

To listen to the music, click the Listen button. The music in each puzzle is played by several musical instruments. To solve each puzzle, you need to find these instruments and put them all together. 

To hear any instrument, click on it once. To see it play for you, double-click on it or drag-and-drop it onto the stage. 

When you find the correct instruments and let them play together, you have solved the puzzle. You need to solve all 8 puzzles to win a magic key!
5. The NutHouse Game. 
Enter The Nuthouse Game by clicking on the mirror with the picture of the Blue Ballerina in the Main Game Room.
Everything is distorted in the nutty crooked mirrors: every tune seems to have gone out of its mind! The Nuthouse has eight rooms, and in each room there are eight crooked mirrors. They distort everything, even music!

When you enter each room, you will hear a piece of music from The Nutcracker. You need to find the crooked mirror that it lives in. 

To find out what’s inside a mirror, move the mouse over it. Click on the mirror that plays the right tune. Once you have guessed right, you can proceed to the next room. When you find the right tunes in all eight rooms, you’ll get a magic key.
6.  The MusiCards Game 
To enter the MusiCards Game, click on the Stack of Cards in the middle of the Main Game Room’s floor. This a memory game, where pictures combine with sounds to challenge your memory.

In this game you will learn to remember musical sounds. You will see several music cards on your screen, all placed face down. Click on any card to hear its sound and to see its picture.

With your next click, you must guess which card makes the same sound as the card that you have just picked. If your guess is right, go on to the next matching pair. But when you make a mistake, the card that you first opened turns over face down again. Continue until you’ve matched up all cards – and get a magic key!

7. The Flying Instruments Game. 
Click on the Color Set on the floor to enter the Flying Instruments Game. 

In these games you will see different instruments falling one after another.  You will match them by moving them right or left with two arrow-buttons at the bottom of the screen. You can also use the arrow keys on your keyboard.

At the first level you will need to match musical instruments by their families. Each match gives you 8 points. At the second level the instruments have to be matched one to one, each match adds 16 points to your score. At the third level you will have to match musical instruments by their sound: you will be able to here them, but you wouldn't be able to see what this or that particular instrument is until it lands. Each match gives you 24 points. In order to win another magic key you have to score 300 points. 

You can switch between the levels of the game keeping your score. You will loose all your points if you have to start over at any level, or if you quit the game.

8. The Funky Monkey Game 
To enter the Funky Monkey Game, click the Vibraphone in the Main Game Room.

This game lets you compete at who can play the vibraphone best. When the game begins, Manny the Monkey will play a tune for you, note by note – and then you must repeat it correctly. 

First, choose the level you want to play. There are eight or more tunes at each level of the game. When you have mastered the tunes at any level you will be rewarded with another magic key. 
9. The Nutcracker Music Trivia. 
To play The Nutcracker Music Trivia, click on the Open Book that is next to the Vibraphone on the floor of the Main Game Room.

Here you are presented with multiple-choice questions about music. When you choose your answer, the game will let you know whether or not you have answered correctly. If your answer is wrong, you can click on “Again” to try the same question again, or on “Show” to find out the right answer.

Click “Next” to go to the next questions.

After your first ten correct answers you will get a magic key.
The Nutcracker Musical Encyclopedia
To enter The Nutcracker Musical Encyclopedia, click on the Open Book that is next to the Giraffe with the Oboe on the Main Game Room’s floor.

You can see the images of all the musical instruments in the Encyclopedia arranged in a row. You can read each instrument’s name by passing your mouse over that instrument.

Click on any instrument to hear it play. You will also hear a cool poem and learn interesting facts about the instrument. 
The Listening Room

To enter The Listening Room, click on the Music Box on the floor of the Main Game Room.

Here you can enjoy the music from Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Ballet. Simply click on disks and drag them onto the gramophone.

Tchaikovsky’s Biography, a History of The Nutcracker Ballet, and the Nutcracker Tale
To read a brief biography of the great Tchaikovsky while listening to Nutcracker music, click on the Composer’s Portrait on the wall of the Main Game Room.
To read a brief history of the Nutcracker Ballet, click on the portrait of the Pink Ballerina.

To read “The Nutcracker Tale in a Nutshell,” click on the Open Book in the Main Game Room’s Bookcase.

